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JUDGMENT ORDER
PER CURI AM

On or about February 25, 1998, den Edwards [“Edwards”]
entered a plea of guilty to second degree nurder in violation of 14
V.1.C. 922(b). In a Judgnent and Commi tnent entered on My 4,

1998, Edwards was sentenced to fifty (50) years incarceration.
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This appeal arose out of the denial of Edwards’ Mdtion for
Reduction of Sentence.

The Virgin Islands Rules of Appellate Procedure provide that
in acrimnal case, a defendant shall file the notice of appeal in
the Territorial Court within ten days after the entry of the
judgment or order appealed from V.I. R App. P. 5(b). In this
case, the Judgnment and Comm tnent was entered on May 4, 1998 and
the Notice of Appeal was filed June 10, 1999, nore than a year
| ate.

Mor eover, while the | anguage of V.I. CoDE ANN. tit. 4, § 33,
if read in isolation, would appear to prohibit our review of such
appeals, the Third Crcuit Court of Appeals has found that § 33
cannot preclude review of an appeal froma guilty pleaif it raises
a post-plea error of a colorably constitutional nagnitude. Luke v.
Government of the Virgin Islands, 34 V.I. 112, 113, 921 F. Supp
302, 303 (D.V.I. App. Div. 1996) (citing Governnent of the Virgin
| sl ands v. Warner, 48 F.3d 688 (3d Cir. 1995)). Edwards’ sentence
of fifty years on second degree nurder raises no constitutiona
issue. Notwithstanding the fifty year sentence, under the parole
provision set forthin5 V.1.C. 8§ 4601, the defendant nay apply for
parole after fifteen (15) years.

The Court, having considered the prem ses, hereby

ORDERS t hat this appeal is DI SM SSED for |ack of jurisdiction.
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DONE AND SO CRDERED t his 29 day of Septenber 2000.

ATTEST:
ORI NN ARNOLD
Clerk of the Court

/sl
By:

Deputy O erk

Copi es to:
Judges of the Appell ate Panel
Judges of the Territorial Court
Honor abl e Jeffrey L. Resnick
Honor abl e Geoffrey W Barnard

Iver A Stridiron, Attorney General, V.I. Department of Justice
Panel a Tepper, Solicitor Ceneral

Maur een Phel an Corm er, AAG

Edgar A. Christensen, Esq.

Tracy Lynch Bhol a, Esq.
Jul i eann Di mm ck, Esqg.
Jeffrey Jordan, Esg.
Jenni fer Coffin, Esq.
Nydi a Hess
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