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A Message from the  

CHIEF JUDGE 

Greetings and Happy New Year! 

 On behalf of the District Court of the Virgin Islands, I am very 

pleased to welcome you to the Court’s Seventh Annual District Conference. 

The agenda for our Conference includes an outstanding group of speakers who, undoubtedly, 

will capture our attention with a variety of informative and interactive presentations. As  

always, our Conference “anchor,” Dean Erwin Chemerinsky, will start things off with his capti-

vating “Supreme Court Round-Up.” Dean Chemerinsky will be followed by a newcomer to our 

Conference, Professor Laurie L. Levenson, who will lead our ethics segment with a discussion 

of “Hot Topics in Civil and Criminal Practice.” The Honorable Theodore A. McKee will then 

share with us his Reflections, as his tenure as Chief Judge of the Third Circuit Court of  

Appeals draws to a close. We are also very pleased to have Debra L. Lee, Esq., Chairman and 

CEO of BET Networks, who will give our luncheon keynote address. Her remarks, entitled “A 

Day in the Life of the Chairman and CEO of BET Networks: The Intersection of Law, Business, 

and Philanthropy,” will provide us with insight into the professional life of a multi-talented  

Renaissance Woman. And, back by popular demand, Professor Cynthia Jones will again treat 

us to her dynamic and engaging presentation style as she leads a discussion of “Hearsay and 

Hearsay Exceptions.” 

 I wish to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to all of our distinguished presen- 

ters for their willingness to participate in our Conference and for their individual efforts to that 

end. All of us in attendance at the Conference will certainly benefit from the expertise that they 

will impart through their respective presentations. My thanks, as well, to Joanne Barry, Chief 

Deputy Clerk, and the entire team from the District Court whose hard work on the logistics 

and other details of the Conference allows us to now enjoy the fruits of their labor.  

 I hope you will find our Conference both educational and enjoyable. 

  Regards, 
 
 
 
  Wilma A. Lewis 
  Chief Judge 
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Conference Agenda 

 7:45 A.M. – 8:25 A.M. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
 8:25 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. Welcome 

  The Honorable Wilma A. Lewis, Chief Judge 
  District Court of the Virgin Islands 
 
 8:30 A.M. – 10:10 A.M. Supreme Court Round-Up 

  Professor Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean 
  University of California  
  Irvine School of Law 
 
 10:10 A.M. – 10:20 A.M. Break 
 
 10:20 A.M. – 11:20 A.M. Ethics: Hot Topics in Civil and Criminal Practice 

  Laurie L. Levenson, Professor of Law 
  Loyola Law School, Los Angeles  
 
 11:20 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. Reflections on the Third Circuit 

  The Honorable Theodore A. McKee, Chief Judge  
  United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
 
 12:10 P.M. – 1:35 P.M. Buffet Lunch 
 
 12:30 P.M. – 1:35 P.M. Luncheon Keynote Address  

  A Day in the Life of the Chairman and CEO of BET Networks 
     The Intersection of Law, Business, and Philanthropy 

  Debra L. Lee, Esq., Chairman and CEO 
  BET Networks 
 
 1:35 P.M. – 1:45 P.M. Break 
 
 1:45 P.M. – 3:25 P.M. Objection! Sustained/Overruled:  Hearsay & Hearsay Exceptions 

  Cynthia E. Jones, Professor of Law 
  American University Washington College of Law 
 
 3:25 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. Closing 

  The Honorable Wilma A. Lewis, Chief Judge  
  District Court of the Virgin Islands 
 
 3:30 P.M. Reception 
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Keynote Speaker 
is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of BET  

Networks, a unit of Viacom Inc. (NASDAQ: VIA, VIAB) and the leading provider of 
entertainment for the African-American audience and consumers of Black  
culture globally. Ms. Lee oversees one of the most influential multiplatform  
media companies in the world, including several cable television networks and 
digital offerings.   

BET Networks is committed to providing its audience with quality entertainment 
that speaks to where they are in their lives and where they want to go. Under her 
leadership, Ms. Lee has led the company’s successful reinvigorated brand and 
successful programming vision that has created hits such as Real Husbands of Hollywood, Being Mary Jane, 
BET Awards, Black Girls Rock!, BET Honors, Sunday Best and many more – resulting in consistent increas-
es in viewership and revenue.   

Ms. Lee’s vision for BET’s reinvigorated approach is built on supporting families, embracing and encouraging 
their dreams, and focusing on the issues that are important to them.  

In September 2009, Ms. Lee managed the launch of Centric, a 24-hour music and entertainment network. 
Under her leadership, Centric was rebranded in 2014 as the first network designed for Black women. She 
also oversees the company’s current growth initiatives, including international distribution of the brand in 
Canada, the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa.   

Prior to being named Chairman and CEO, Ms. Lee was President and Chief Operating Officer of BET  
Networks for almost ten years, during which she guided the company to consistent increases in viewership, 
revenue and earnings. She first joined BET as Vice President and General Counsel in 1986 after serving 
more than five years as an attorney with Washington, D.C.-based Steptoe & Johnson, a corporate law firm. 
Prior to that, she served as a law clerk to the late Honorable Barrington Parker of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia.   

Named one of The Hollywood Reporter’s 100 Most Powerful Women in Entertainment, Ms. Lee’s achieve-
ments in a 25-plus year career at BET Networks have earned her numerous accolades from across the cable 
industry, as well as recognition as one of this country’s most respected business executives. Ms. Lee was  
inducted into the Broadcasting & Cable Hall of Fame, the Washington Business Hall of Fame, and was  
honored with the Distinguished Leadership Vanguard Award by the National Cable & Telecommunications 
Association. She serves on the corporate board of directors of Revlon, Marriott and Washington Gas & Light. 
Her business acumen and strategic approach to management make Ms. Lee a popular speaker and lecturer 
on a range of business topics.   

Affiliated with a number of professional, civic and cultural organizations, Ms. Lee is a member of the national 
board of directors for the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, the National Symphony Orchestra, the Economic Club 
of Washington and the Kennedy Center’s Community & Friends Board. She also serves on the boards of the 
Paley Center for Media, the Ad Council and the Grammy Foundation. She was appointed by the White House 
to the President’s Management Advisory Board and is a member emeritus of the Federal Communications 
Commission’s Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age.   

Ms. Lee earned her juris doctor at Harvard Law School, while simultaneously earning a master’s degree in 
public policy from the John F. Kennedy School of Government. She graduated from Brown University with a 
bachelor’s degree in political science with an emphasis in Asian politics. She is a member of the Board of 
Trustees for Brown University and was awarded with a Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D.) from Brown  
University in May, 2014.  Ms. Lee resides in Washington, D.C.  

Debra L. Lee  
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Presenters  

Erwin  
CHEMERINSKY 

Erwin Chemerinsky is the  
f o u n d i n g  D e a n  a n d  

Distinguished Professor of Law, and Raymond Pryke 
Professor of First Amendment Law, at UC Irvine 
School of Law, with a joint appointment in Political 
Science. Prior to assuming this  position in 2008, he 
was the Alston and Bird Professor of Law and Politi-
cal Science at Duke University from  
2004-2008, and before that was a professor at the 
University of Southern California Law School from 
1983-2004, including as the Sydney M. Irmas  
Professor of Public Interest Law, Legal Ethics, and 
Political Science.  He is the author of eight books, 
including The Case Against the  Supreme Court, 
published by Viking in 2014, and more than 200 law 
review articles. He frequently argues appellate cases, 
including in the United States Supreme Court.  
Dean Chemerinsky is a graduate of Northwestern 
University and Harvard Law School.  In January 
2014, National Jurist magazine named Dean 
Chemerinsky as the most influential person in legal 
education in the United States. 

Professor Cynthia E. Jones teach-
es courses on evidence, criminal 
law, and criminal procedure at the American Univer-
sity Washington College of Law.  She has authored 
publications on wrongful convictions, criminal dis-
covery, criminal procedure, bail reform and eliminat-
ing racial disparities in the criminal justice system.  
Professor Jones serves as co-director of the law 
school’s Criminal Justice Practice and Policy  
Institute, and each year the Professor Cynthia E. 
Jones Scholarship is awarded in her honor to an  
aspiring public defender.  Professor Jones was recog-
nized with the American University Faculty Award 
for Outstanding Teaching in 2011, and she received 
the “Teaching with Technology” Award from the 
American University Center for Teaching Excellence 
for an animated short film, “Fighting Evidence with 
Evidence.” Professor Jones is the President of The  
Sentencing Project Board of Directors and serves on 
the governing board of the Pretrial Justice Institute.  
Professor Jones is the founder and Executive  
Director of the Pretrial Racial Justice Initiative, a 
grant-funded project created to address racial  
disparities in the bail process, and previously  
directed the ABA Racial Justice Improvement  
Project, a model program on engaging criminal  
justice stakeholders to address racial disparities 
through policy reform.  Professor Jones is a frequent 
lecturer in the Federal Judicial Center’s training pro-
gram for newly-appointed federal judges, and her 
interactive, multi-media presentation on the Federal 
Rules of Evidence has been extremely well-received 
at training programs across the country. Professor 
Jones has been a staff attorney at the Public  
Defender Service for the District of Columbia (“PDS”), 
and has also served as the Executive Director of PDS 
and as the Chair of the PDS Board of Trustees.   
Professor Jones is the former Deputy Director of the 
District of Columbia Pretrial Services Agency, a  
former associate at the law firm of Dickstein, 
Shapiro and Morin, and served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Frank E. Schwelb on the District of  
Columbia Court of Appeals.  

Cynthia E.  
JONES 
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Presenters  

Laurie L. 
LEVENSON 

The Honorable Theodore A. 
McKee was sworn in as a Judge 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit on 
June 20, 1994, and became Chief Judge on May 4, 
2010.  He graduated  magna cum laude from Syra-
cuse University College of Law in 1975 where he was 
inducted into the Order of the Coif, and earned sev-
eral honors for outstanding academic performance. 

Chief Judge McKee began his legal career at a large 
Philadelphia law firm, but left there in 1977 to begin 
his career in public service. He has since been an 
Assistant United States Attorney, Deputy Solicitor to 
the Law Department of the City of Philadelphia, and 
General Counsel to the Philadelphia Parking Author-
ity.   

Judge McKee was elected to a ten-year term as 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the First 
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. While a Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas, he chaired the Pennsyl-
vania Sentencing Commission.  

Judge McKee was appointed to the Court of Appeals 
by President Clinton shortly after being retained for 
a second ten-year term on the Court of Common 
Pleas. 

Judge McKee serves on the boards of directors of 
several non profit organizations and institutions  
including: the Vera Institute of Justice, Syracuse 
University, Temple University, and City Year   
Philadelphia.  He is also a member of the Board of  
Visitors of Temple Law School, an honorary member 
of the Board of Visitors of Syracuse University Law 
School, and an advisor to the American Law  
Institute’s Project to revise the sentencing provisions 
of the Model Penal Code. He previously served on the 
Criminal Law Committee of the United States Judi-
cial Conference. 

Judge McKee’s official travels have included Ghana 
and Russia, where he had the honor of addressing 
the Council of Russian Judges on the Independence 
of the American Judiciary. 

Theodore A. 
MCKEE 

Professor Laurie L. Levenson 
teaches ethics, criminal law, 

criminal procedure, evidence, white collar crime 
and trial advocacy at Loyola Law School, Los Ange-
les.  She has authored numerous books and arti-
cles on criminal law and ethics.  She is also founder 
of Loyola’s Project for the Innocent. After receiving 
her A.B. from Stanford University and her J.D. from 
UCLA School of Law, Professor Levenson clerked for 
the Honorable James Hunter III of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit.  She served as an As-
sistant United States Attorney from 1981-1989.  
Professor Levenson is a regular lecturer for the Fed-
eral Judicial Center and has served as a commen-
tator for high-profile trials. 
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