P.O. Box 1657 * St. John, VI + 00831
Tel. (340)776-6595 * Fax (340)693-9926

Serving Preschool-12" Grade on St. John

Honorable Curtis Gomes
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive

Room 310

St. Thomas, USVI 00832

April 22, 2008

Dear Judge Gomez,

Thank you so much for inviting us to the Kids in the Court. The students and teachers enjoyed
the visit immensely, and as a result, some of our seniors are considering law school as a
possibility.

This was a great experience for the students to see what happens in a court room and to learn
about the various positions of the people involved. It certainly opened their eyes. Once again,
thank you for providing us the opportunity to glimpse into your world.

Yours truly,
Mary Willen

Teacher ;
Gifft Hill School



Honorable Curtis Gomez
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive

Room 310

St. Thomas, USVI 00832

Autumn Orlandini
Gifft Hill School

P.O. Box 1657

St. John, USVI 00831

Dear Judge Gomez, _

Thank you so much for inviting us to the Kids in the Court. Not only did it
get me out of school for a day, but I really enjoyed it! I believed everything that went on
was actually real. You got me! I thought it was so interesting to sit in a real court room
and watch a case, even though it turned out to be fake.

I learned so many things from all of you in the court room. I learned that
no matter how long it takes you to get through school, you should go for it because it’s
the best thing you can do in your life. I also learned about what the lawyers do and how
hard they work to get to their points. You all are some strong individuals, and thanks
again for having us.

Yours truly,




Honorable Curtis Gomez
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
Room 310

St. Thomas, USVI 00802

Alejandro Lopez
Gifft Hill School
St. John, USVI 00802

Dear Judge Gomez,

Thank you so much for the opportunity to witness a real court case in person. It was so
awesome and exciting because I had never seen a court case except for on tv. Ithought until the very
end of the play that it was a real sentence of five years in jail and when the officer had to restrain the
witness when he tried to lash out at the man at the stands. It was fun to see and examine the equipment
of the marshals and to hear what role everyone had and performed in the court house.

I learned lots when at the court case. I learned how the court case run and what kind of
behavior is proper. Also I learned how to put on your combat suit and how heavy it is. The most
important thing 1 learned is how you need to make the right decisions in the court and out of court so
that you dont end up in court. '

Alejandro Lopez
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Honorable Curtis Gomez
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive

Room 310

St. Thomas, USVI 00802

Zenobia Howe

Gifft Hill School

P.O. Box 1657

St. John, USVI 00802

Dear Judge Gomez

Thank you so so much for giving my school the opportunity to see and learn all the things
that have to do with the court, and all that makes it operate. I enjoyed the case even
thought some of it made no sense at all. You all tried to make it sound believable and I
give you the props for going out of your way to do this sort of stuff for young aspiring
students, we need more people like you in the world.

I learned that not everything goes as planned in a court room and the defendant or
victim is not looked at in a bad light even thought they might have tried to hurt the person
that they are accusing or explaining to in their case. Your care and awareness for the
youth is greatly appreciated from my fellow peers and I, keep it up.

Sincerely,

Zenobia Howe
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Dear Judge Gomez,

My name is Shaiman Lalich and I attended your court on friday april 11" with the Gifft Hill
school. This was one of the most fun and informative field trips that i have ever gone to. I was very
excited when I found out the man was not actually convicted for five years. It must break your heart to
have to convict people. But that's your job, and I respect that.

And I have to say, your guises acting was incredible! You had me fooled. I have a new respect
for the law, and how I want to stay away from that room. But once again, thank you, and hope not to

see you any time soon.

Yours truly
Shaiman Lalich




Honorable Curtis Gomez

Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive

Room 310

James H. Frett Jr.

St. John School on Gifft Hill
P.O. Box 1657

St. John, USVI 00802

Dear Judge Gomez

Thank you for inviting the students of the Gifft Hill school to the courthouse in St.
Thomas. That was my first time inside a court. It was a new experience for me to see how
the courthouse does its job. I thought the whole trial was real, I can't believe that the trial
wasn't real because it was executed perfectly from what I read in school books. I'm just
happy all of you took time out of your busy schedules to teach us all something new.

I learned many new things in the court. I saw how all the equipment was set up,
how a trial properly functions, and I also learned how intuitive and exciting a trial can be.
I was thinking about so many things while the trial was going on, like who should be
punished,for how long should that person be punished, if this would be a fair trial, so on
and so on. I appreciate all of you for allowing us to come

Yours truly,

H Tt pr-

James H. Frett Jr.




Honorable Curtis Gomez
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive
Room 310

St. Thomas, USVI 00802
Charles Twuc

Giftt Hill School

P.O. Box 1657

St. John, USVI 00830
Dear Judge Gomez,

I thank you for allowing my fellow classmates and I to experience a “real” court trial. Even
though it ended up being a fake trial, I feel that I still learned a lot. Once I find the time to do so, I am
hoping that I can see an actual trial on St. Thomas. I also enjoyed when members of the court
explained what he or she does and how they do it. This gave me a better understanding of how a
court case works.

I had ruined the surprise for a few of my classmates though. I had a gut feeling that the court
case was a fake trial. I think I had seen the defendant on St. John or St. Thomas before, which gave
me the impression that had something to do with behind-the-scenes work or the case. It was
somewhat exciting to still see him get violent during the trial. Another thing that gave me a clue was
when Mr. Biden, as he was on the stand, could not remember the defendant's name even though they
had been "working with each-other for three years."

Overall, this was a great experience for me. I would have never thought that I could learn so
much about how a court case is dealt with by only sitting in on one case. Even though I plan on
pursuing a career in music or graphic design, I am glad that now I have more background knowledge
of a different career, in case my career heads in a different direction.

Thank you so much Judge Gomez and I would love it if you could please thank everyone else

who was apart of the trial for me.

Thanks again,

@ oz Q///’

Charles Iwuc




Hornorbale Curtis Gomez
Chief Judge

District Court of Virgin Islands
5500 Veterans Drive

Room 310

St. Thomas,USVI 00802

Yannick Knapen
Gifft hill school

P.O. Box 1657
St.John, USVI 00831

Dear Judge Gomez

Thank you very much for having us in your court room. It was my first time in a court room,
and it was very interesting. I believe all my friends enjoyed it, too. At the end of the trial, I also liked
how the people came forward and told us about their jobs, and about how long it took them to became

what they are today.

I fond that the trial was so real and all the action in it was so cool that I had no idea that it was
staged. One thing I learned that you have to follow your dream and have to go for what you want to do
in your life, and it doesn't matter how long it takes you. I would like to thank you and the other
members of your court for teaching me this. Thank you again for having us in court. I hope that we

were a good audience.

Yours truly,

Yannick Knapen




